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Speaker Biographies

Michael Curtis
Deputy Head of Delegation
European Union Delegation to the U.S.

@MichaelCurtisEU
@EUintheUS

Mr. Curtis has had a long career in European Union institutions
working mainly on foreign policy and external relations, trade,
development and humanitarian issues. He previously served on
the team of the EU’s Foreign Policy Chief, Federica Mogherini,
advising her on a number of important foreign policy issues for
the past 5 years including on Transatlantic relations. From 2004 to 2008, he worked as the EU
Humanitarian Affairs Counsellor to the United Nations in New York. From 2000 to 2004, he
worked on the team of the EU Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, Poul
Nielson, first as Press Spokesperson then as a member of his staff. Mr. Curtis has a Bachelor’s
degree in French and Politics from Leicester University in the U.K and a post-graduate Master’s
degree in European Politics from the College of Europe in Bruges, Belgium.

Rep. John R. Curtis
(R-UT) U.S. Congress

@RepJohnCurtis

John R. Curtis represents Utah’s 3rd Congressional District,
serving on the House Natural Resources and Foreign Affairs
Committees. After being elected to Congress on November 13,
2017, Rep. Curtis sponsored 12 bills in his first year in office. Four
of these bills passed through the House and three were signed
into law: The POPPY Study Act to combat the opioid crisis, the
Public-Private Partnership Advisory Council to End Human
Trafficking Act, and the Small Business ACE Act. Prior to coming to Washington, Rep. Curtis was
the 45th mayor of Provo City, serving two terms. Known for his personal approach to city
government, Mayor Curtis prioritized his outreach to residents of Provo by utilizing various
channels including his popular blog. During his terms in office, the city of Provo ranked #1 in the
nation for Business and Careers by Forbes as well as #1 for Well-Being by Gallup.

Stella Kyriakides
Commissioner for Health and Food Safety
European Commission

@SKyriakidesEU
@Food_EU
@EU_Commission

Ms. Kyriakides studied Psychology at the University of Reading
and obtained a Master’s degree from the University of
Manchester. She spent 30 years at the Cypriot Ministry of Health
between 1976 and 2006, working as a clinical psychologist at the
Department of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry. Her political
career began in 2006 when she was elected to the Cypriot House of Representatives. Since 2013
she has been the Vice President of the governing Democratic Rally party (DISY), which sits in the
EPP group. Since 2012 she has headed the Cypriot delegation in the Parliamentary Assembly of
the Council of Europe (PACE) and, from October 2017 to January 2018, she served as President
of PACE. Commissioner Kyriakides’ responsibilities within the health and food safety portfolio
include, among others, implementing the EU’s plan on antimicrobial resistance, work to reduce
dependency on pesticides, and leading the new EU Farm to Fork strategy for sustainable food,
which will cover every step in the food chain from production to consumption.

Dr. Christine Negra
Senior Advisor for Climate and Agriculture
United Nations Foundation

@UNFoundation

Dr. Christine Negra is the Senior Advisor for Climate and
Agriculture. She has over 25 years of experience as an extension
agent, a researcher, and a program director, collaborating with
development, research, and finance organizations to bring
science into policies and markets. A recognized international
agriculture consultant with experience in 30 countries, Christine
specializes in climate change, sustainable agriculture, and integrated landscape management.
With more than 40 publications related to technical, policy, market, and finance dimensions of
sustainability, Christine advances multi-sector solutions and inter-disciplinary science through
professional involvements with foundations, companies, agencies, NGOs, and research centers.
She holds a Ph.D. in Soil Chemistry and an M.S. in Natural Resources Planning from the University
of Vermont and a B.A. in Government Studies from Wesleyan University.

Rep. Chellie Pingree
(D-ME) U.S. Congress

@ChelliePingree

Chellie Pingree was elected to Congress from Maine’s 1st
Congressional District in 2008, the first woman elected to
Congress from that District. She currently sits on the House
Appropriations Committee, serving on the Subcommittee on
Agriculture, Subcommittee on Interior and the Environment, and
Subcommittee on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs. She
also has a seat on the House Agriculture Committee. Among
other issues important to Mainers, Rep. Pingree has been an advocate in Congress for reforming
federal policy to better support the diverse range of American agriculture—including sustainable,
organic, and locally focused farming—as well as to reduce food waste. Many provisions from
comprehensive legislation she introduced to make these reforms were passed in both the 2014
and 2018 Farm Bills. She received a 2017 James Beard Leadership Award for her national
leadership in food system reform. Previously, Rep. Pingree served in the Maine State Senate,
where she was chosen by her peers to be the Maine Senate Majority Leader, a position she held
for four years.

Dr. Yichao Rui
Soil Scientist
Rodale Institute

@YichaoRui
@RodaleInstitute

Dr. Yichao Rui is a soil scientist with a focus on improving soil
health and environmental sustainability through regenerative
practices. Dr. Rui oversees soil health research at Rodale
Institute, supporting all short- and long-term projects. He also
leads outreach initiatives to educate the public and farmers on
the benefits of improving soil health. Dr. Rui holds a B.S. in
Biology from Nankai University and Ph.D. degrees in Microbial Ecology and Soil Science from the
University of Chinese Academy of Sciences and Griffith University. Before joining Rodale Institute,
he worked in the University of Western Australia and the University of Wisconsin-Madison on a
variety of projects evaluating the impacts of climate change, land use, and management
strategies on soil organic matter stability, nutrient cycling, and microbial activity.

Lynn Scarlett
Chief External Affairs Officer
The Nature Conservancy

@LynnScarlett1
@nature_org

Lynn Scarlett is Chief External Affairs Officer at The Nature
Conservancy. In this role, she influences climate and conservation
policy in the United States and the 79 countries and territories in
which TNC operates and, with our Corporate Engagement team,
advances private-sector partnerships to support sustainability
and enhance ambitious actions to address climate change. Prior
to her role at the Conservancy, Ms. Scarlett was the Deputy Secretary/Chief Operating Officer of
the U.S. Department of the Interior, where she also served as Acting Secretary of the Interior in
2006. While Interior’s Deputy Secretary, Ms. Scarlett initiated and chaired the Department’s
Cooperative Conservation Working Group and its first-ever Climate Change Task Force. Ms.
Scarlett is author or co-author of publications on climate change adaptation, ecosystem services,
large landscape conservation, and science and decision making. She was a co-convening lead
author of the 2014 National Climate Assessment. She received her Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in political science from the University of California, Santa Barbara, where she also
completed her Ph.D. coursework and exams in political science and political economy.

Greg Viers
Durum Wheat Procurement Manager
Barilla America

@BarillaGroup

Greg Viers grew up on a grain and livestock farm near Maxwell, in
central Iowa. He received a degree in Agricultural Business and at
22 began to manage his family’s small hometown grain, seed and
feed elevator. Over the next 20 years, Mr. Viers held various
positions in the central Iowa grain industry including general
manager, grain merchandiser, and grain division manager for
both private customers as well as co-ops. Together with his brother and father he still operates
their family grain and livestock farm in Iowa to this day. For over two decades, Mr. Viers has been
the purchasing manager for US and Canadian durum wheat and semolina for Barilla America Inc,
which is the largest pasta producer in the world.

