
The European Union aims to become the world’s 
first climate-neutral bloc by 2050. To achieve this 
ambitious goal, the European Union has created a 
roadmap to protect the environment and boost the 
green economy—the European Green Deal. 

The European Green Deal is a modern growth strategy 
that creates sustainable jobs for people in a modern 
circular economy, addresses the existential threats of 
climate change and biodiversity loss, and improves 

the health and well-being of all. In short, the European 
Green Deal turns climate and environmental challenges 
into opportunities across all policy areas while making 
the transition just and inclusive.

As the European Green Deal moves from inception into 
action, EU Member States are undertaking rigorous 
efforts of their own. This infographic showcases how 
our Member States are diverse in action and united in 
aim to become climate neutral EU by 2050. 
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GREEN 
GOVERNANCE

FRANCE

Greening Public Budgets 
Through a “green budget” benchmark  
system, France is ensuring compatibility of 
public finance with the Paris Agreement 
by rating national expenditures and their 
impact in six environmental categories.

SWEDEN
Roadmaps for Fossil-Free 
Competitiveness  
Working with industry, Sweden aims to 
be climate neutral by 2045. This initiative 
encourages sectors to create 21+  
roadmaps to become fossil free while 
increasing their competitiveness.

GERMANY

Renewables Lead the Way
In 2019—for the first time ever—
Germany produced more energy from 
renewables than fossil fuels. Renewables 
are estimated to provide 65% of German 
power supply by 2030. 

CYPRUS
Concerted Climate Action 
Beyond EU Borders
The Cyprus Climate Change Initiative will 
establish a regional action plan to address the 
pressing challenges caused by climate change 
in the Eastern Mediterranean and Middle East 
(EMME) Region.

DENMARK

Bold Climate Legislation
The Climate Act has established 
a legally binding target to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions in Denmark 
by 70% in 2030 relative to 1990 levels, 
achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.

GREEN AGRICULTURE 
& HOSPITALITY 

CZECH REPUBLIC

Sustainable Food for the Future
From genome editing to microalgae, the Food 
for the Future research program uses state-
of-the-art technologies to create efficient 
breeding and agricultural production while 
minimizing negative environmental impacts.

IRELAND

Pioneering Sustainable Food & Drink 
The Origin Green program promotes 
sustainable production in the food and 
beverage industry, committing to a minimum 
of seven sustainability targets, independently 
verified by international auditors.

CROATIA

Promoting Sustainable Tourism
Croatia is promoting the development 
of sustainable and responsible tourism, 
making it a key priority during the
Croatian EU Council Presidency 
(January-June 2020). 

MALTA

Water for the Future
The “Water – Be the Change” 
campaign, launched in 2019, aims 
to shift attitudes toward a culture 
of water conservation on the 
densely populated Maltese Islands. 

HUNGARY
10 Trees for Each Newborn  
As part of the Climate and 
Environmental Protection Action 
Plan, Hungary will plant 10 trees 
for each newborn, increasing the 
country’s forests 27% by the 
year 2030. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 

SLOVENIA
Mitigating Climate Change 
with Nature
With 37% of its territory belonging to 
the Natura 2000 network of protected 
areas, Slovenia is enhancing conservation 
to preserve biodiversity and create more 
resilient ecosystems.

LATVIA

Tree Planting Nation 
In 2019, Latvian State Forest 
authorities planted over  
25 million new trees. That’s  
13 new trees for each Latvian.

RENEWABLE ENERGY  
& GREEN TECH

GREECE 

Tilos – The Green Energy Island 
Using innovative batteries and smart 
grid technology — installed with EU 
funding — the island of Tilos is on 
track for energy independence.

SPAIN

Global Offshore Wind Leader
A Spanish-Danish joint venture is 
developing the large-scale Vineyard 
Wind project off the coast of Cape 
Cod to power 400,000 homes in 
Massachusetts. 

FINLAND 

Helsinki Urban  
Heating Challenge
Helsinki has launched a global 1M 
euro competition to find a sustainable 
solution to urban heating without fossil 
fuel or biomass-fired heating.

SLOVAKIA

The Future is Electric 
Slovakia, the world’s biggest car 
producer per capita, is helping build 
a gigafactory that will produce 
enough electric vehicle batteries to 
power 240,000 cars by 2024.

ESTONIA 

Tech Green Pledge 
Many Estonian technology companies have 
signed the Tech Green Pledge to safeguard 
clean ecosystems and to make their 
operations environmentally sustainable  
by 2030.
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POLAND

A Park in Your Pocket 
With support of the EU Horizon 2020 
research program, the city of Wrocław is 
building small “pocket parks” to measure 
how much green spaces can reduce heat 
in urban areas. 

ROMANIA 
Tracking Construction’s  
Carbon Footprint   
Co-funded by the EU Erasmus+ Program, 
OERCO2 creates an Open Educational 
Resource that shows CO2 emissions for 
all phases of the construction process and 
increases climate change awareness.

ITALY

#PlasticFree Worldwide
Italy’s environment and foreign 
ministries have launched a joint 
#PlasticFree project that aims to abolish 
single-use plastic within their ministries 
and Italian embassies worldwide.

PORTUGAL
Green Goods for Life
The GreenShoes4All project decreases 
the environmental footprint of shoe 
production by developing footwear from 
recycled products and innovative green 
manufacturing solutions with transfer 
potential to other sectors.

CUTTING WASTE

BULGARIA 

Project SOfiaGREEN
Bulgaria’s capital, Sofia, aims to win the 
prestigious European Green Capital Award 
with projects on air quality, mobility, and 
waste management geared towards 
improving the quality of life for residents. 

LITHUANIA 

Zero-Emission Urban Transit
DancerBus is a fast-charging, 
ultralight bus made from recycled 
materials, providing zero-emission 
urban transportation in the coastal 
city of Klaipėda.

BELGIUM

World Class High Efficiency Buildings  
Since 2015, Brussels has required all new 
building construction and retrofits to meet 
the Passive Standard energy efficiency 
criteria, dramatically reducing a building’s 
ecological footprint.

LUXEMBOURG

National Free Public Transit  
On March 1, 2020, Luxembourg became 
the first country in the world to offer 
nationwide free public transport to 
everyone traveling by bus, train and tram.

AUSTRIA

City of Tomorrow   
This initiative aims to research and develop 
new technologies and solutions for future 
cities and urban developments, focusing on 
renewable energy and more efficient energy 
consumption.

GREEN CITIES

NETHERLANDS
Innovative Circular Waste 
Management
Dutch water authorities are revolutionizing 
water treatment facilities so they now 
operate energy-positive and mine 
valuable resources like phosphates and 
cellulose from waste water. 
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This publication was produced by 
the Delegation of the European 
Union to the United States.

VISIT US: EUintheUS.org/Climate FOLLOW US: 
@EUintheUS

#EUGreenDeal




